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Getting Started 

Step 1: Downloading and Installing a Client 
You can absolutely use Discord from a web browser if you like, but it becomes a lot easier to 
use and offers a few more features if you download one of the available Discord clients - handy 
things like push-to-talk for voice conversations on computer so you don’t subject people to your 
potato chips, for example.  
 
You only need to have one client on one device if you only intend to use it from there, but you 
can have more than one and be logged on from all of them, if you’d like - I’ve got Discord 
installed on my phone, my laptop, and my home desktop, because it makes access that much 
easier for me.  
 
Here’s how to download and install a client for different platforms and devices. 
 

Mac  

1. Navigate to https://discord.com/download on your web browser. It should automatically 
register that you are using a Mac and put the download link for Mac front and center on 
the page for you.  

2. Click the Download Now button, as highlighted here:  

 
3. Once it’s done downloading, open the Discord.dmg file by clicking on it at the bottom of 

your browser. 
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4. Drag the Discord logo to the Applications folder.

 
5. Enjoy your fresh install of Discord! 

 

Windows 

1. Navigate to https://discord.com/download on your web browser. It should automatically 
register that you are using a Windows computer and put the download link for Windows 
front and center on the page for you.  
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2. Left click the Download Now button, as highlighted here:

 
3. Once it’s done downloading, run Discord.exe by left clicking on it in your browser’s tray. 

Here’s an example of what it should look like, highlighted in the lower left of the 
screenshot: 

 
4. Let the setup run, agreeing to steps as needed.  
5. Enjoy your newly installed Discord Windows client! 

 

Linux 
I’m going to be honest on this one, I don’t know Linux at all and I’m not comfortable 
trying to write out these directions. There’s a lot of different Linux configurations out 
there and each of them may change how an install or a setup of a program like this one 
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works. Chances are, if you’re running Linux you’re well aware of how installation works 
for your specific Linux build already. I’m sorry I’m not more helpful on this one! 
 

Android 

1. Open the Google Play store and search for Discord. It’ll return a result called Discord - 
Friends, Communities, & Gaming. That’s the one you want. Tap on it and go to its shop 
page. 

2. Tap on the Install button.  
3. Once it is installed, run the app either by tapping open in the shop page or by tapping 

the icon on your phone’s main screen. 
 

iPhone/iPad 

1. Open the App Store and search for Discord. The app you’re looking for is just called 
Discord, with the secondary title of Chat for Gamers. Go to its shop page.  

2. Tap the Get button to the top right of the screen. 
3. Enter your Apple ID password when/if prompted. If you are entering your password via 

keyboard, you will have to also tap Install when you’re signed in. If you are using your 
fingerprint to sign in, you will not need to tap install. 

4. Once it is installed, run the app either by tapping open in the shop page or by tapping 
the icon on your phone’s main screen. 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

6 



Step 2: Account Creation 
Now that your client is installed, you’re going to need an account. This process will give you a 
set identity wherever you want to chat (not just our server, either - there are literally thousands 
of Discord servers out there to explore), ensure that whatever roles you get granted stick, 
whatever private chat messages you have remain accessible, and it’ll make it so that you don’t 
need to set up a whole new ID and rejoin the server every time you want to chat. The process is 
pretty simple, and it’s easiest on something you can open a browser window large enough to let 
you read it.  
 

1. Start up the client you just installed, or navigate to https://discord.com/register - it should 
look something like this in both cases: 

 
2. Fill out the form with a valid, current email address that you have access to, an account 

username, and a password that is secure but which you can also remember. 
a. Don’t worry about the username being unique; Discord will automatically add a 

hashtag and some numbers after whatever name you use to make it unique to 
the system. For example, mine ends with #1313, so even if someone else were 
to use the same name I would still be identifiable to the system as “me”. 

b. If you decide that you don’t like the username you’ve chosen, don’t worry too 
much about that either. Outside the hashtag and numbers, the whole thing can 
be changed once the account has been created. It can also be different on every 
server you’re on. Both of these options will be walked through later. 

3. Once the form’s blanks are filled out, hit the Continue button at the bottom. Congrats! 
You’ve created a Discord account!  

a. You may also get one of those Captcha “not a robot” tick boxes after this step. 
Just left click inside that box, and if it asks you to pick certain images from a set, 
do it. It’s just a simple test to keep spambots from creating thousands of 
accounts. 

b. If you get a pop-up ad for Discord at this point, just left click the x in the top right 
corner to get rid of it. 
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4. Check your Inbox for an email from Discord. This email is sent by Discord to verify you 
really did create an account. It will look something like this:

 
All you need to do is left click the Verify Email button and Discord does the rest. You now 
have a verified Discord account! If you do not verify your account, Discord will lose 
track of your personal identifier number and assign you a new one each time you 
log in - it’s like running a fresh account every time. Worst of all, it won’t save which 
servers you’re in or any of your private messages, so this step is very important. 

a. If the verification email isn’t in your inbox and you’re sure the email address was 
correct, check your spam or junk folders. Sometimes email services get a little 
overzealous and throw the email out, thinking it was spam. 

b. If you do not get an email or if the verification link expired, don’t worry. Just 
continue to Discord as the signed in version of the account you just created and 
left click the gear down in the bottom left near your username, and left click the 
Resend Verification Email button on the page that pops up. 

 
Now that you have an account, please remember the email address and password that you 
used during creation. You’re going to need them to log in to any other versions of the client you 
install on other platforms.  
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Step 3: Joining a Discord Server 
Alright, you’ve got Discord installed and you’ve got your permanent account set up and ready to 
go. It’s time to come to join a server. As I said in the introduction, there are a ton of different 
Discord servers for a lot of different things. You can definitely join other servers and see who 
else is out there, but for now I’m going to use the Region 5 Discord server as the test case.  
 
Joining any Discord server starts with the same thing: Finding the server’s join link. They 
typically look like this if you’re on Facebook: 
 

 
 
Alternately, a link will look something  like this (which is a working link to our regional Discord 
server): https://discord.gg/xeFZFjV 
 
Either way, once you have the server’s join link, the easiest way to join it is to just left click the 
link as you were given it. This will open a new page in your web browser, which in turn will ask 
to open Discord (or simply bring your already open Discord app to the forefront) and pop up a 
small window that looks something like this: 
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Note that the server name in this example is not the Region 5 Discord server; this is another 
server I clicked the join link for just to get an example screenshot. Our join link’s window will 
have the Region 5 logo in the circle at the top, and say “You’ve been invited to join SFI Region 
5” underneath that. The Join button will also differ and say “Join SFI Region 5” when you use 
our link. 
 
All you need to do to join our server is left click the button that says Join in that small window. 
This will immediately put you in our server, and your main Discord window should look 
something like this on a desktop client (just with fewer channel options): 

 

 
 

The Region 5 Discord server’s join link will automatically put you into a channel called 
#transporter-room - you will be unable to type in this channel, but it’s an important one to read 
first as it contains all of the server’s rules and a few useful links.  
 
Now that you’re here this far, it’s time for a Discord window breakdown! 
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